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Introduction

This is the eighth ann112.1 statistical management report since the State'
- "

\

Prior to s~atehood

statistice.l ~c ave ;~J- n 0'
- - -5 the'various CDl:J11e:'."'cial t fio{leries

the U.. S~ 'Bureau of Commercial Fisheries" The repQrcs coT:s.Jiled by federal

agencies cla.te back Je,o the early 1930sp HistoriC'll data is a\Tailable from var-
"

ious publications, namely, the I1Pacific Fisherrnan Yearbooks tl , from the inception

of the fisheFj late in the IGOOs~ In a I:'nnu.sc~'i9t report pub1ish3d in 1964,

Seton H... Tho!T!pson, liThe Red Sa}nol1 (OncorlTyucl1us nerka) of O::lpper River, Alaska ll ,

'has compiled ,and analyzed Copper Riv~r red saL~on c~.ta prior to 1956 ... b

IIStatistica1 RevieH of the A1asl~a Salmon Fisheries, Pa:ct III: Prince 1.'i:"lliaTl

S ouud, C'oppei.~ River, a"O,d Bering RiverH , 'oy I'Tillis H... Etch sud Ed,'r2.1'c1 H.. 2all,

1932; treats histo::.~ica1 9atch cla:ta, 1904 to 1927, for~ll fi'rG sDGcies of sa.L!lon

its incGlJtiol1 ..

Historically, ti1.e ma_jor fishery of the Cordova a::.'ea has ,eeen for saDllon,

hoc-rever, 1:;oth razor cl-:lY,1!:, and herring have contributed substaT~ti2_11.y to the

ove;:'s.11 economy in past years,. Dungc:'lGsS crab in recsr:.t 1:~_Sto17 has 1)8811. 2.D

impol~tant i'i[~hGI,:r \'Thich 1"_8.8 shm'm most of its grc,rth in recent years and" continues
•

at '''Jl~'::-Sent as one 01 the area's IlS.j or fishel'icE "

Razor clam canning as 2-11. independent ir':.c1ustr::r in Alaska h2.d its beginning at

Cordo-:,-a in 1916 \'Then C cmlI:ls::....ci8.1 use oE tho iT2.E:-c, l..mdsveloped L:edE:! 1'Ta3 first

standard casss of f orty-ei ght 10 OLlEce CEms.. A Bu.stainecl prockction exceedil1E;

a rJ;3riccl. in the G2.rlyl92Cs \Then

the lJOwk cll"'o~~,~!ed to 1,600 cases in 192"i.-~ AftGr':,'hp. 1920 decline a lal'g.e

1



. ;

p~oduction ~2S maintained each y~ar through 1957 when aGain the catches began to

decline. The 1962 S2S.son 1JaS the last year of major }?roduc'Gion in the COl'dCJva

area T'Then the r01aj or canner-y- ceasscl op8rations at Cordo":ra" Since 1962 less than

100,COO pounds :b..a.'r8 been dUG annm.lly ~Tith t,he rrc'Jor portion of the di[~ h~ing

used for Dutigeness ctr::lb bait~

A herring fishe:L7, uit.h the exception of a ~:1'12.11 a1.:1111a1 h:'--it fishery., !Jas
. \

··no.L. ~·--J..·";+e(·l· l'n' P""'l'nc~ T.··TJ..·11l·~"'1 So"nd co;n"''': loro H1_·S+·~_·,~,_·c.n.l_ C;:l.+c.'n ·rn.,co.~"d·:.; f=--'""O_~',1u 'c;A "'u. __ d. _0_'_, "" ...,~,~c; .._;,/,"" u._ " _.U .... __

Pacific Fis0Ennan Yearbooks
. .

show annual catches datinG back to the early 19008&

Peak nroduction in the i930s shm-TS ca.tches approJ.ching one.,.half million barrels

(250 pounds. per 1?arrel).

'rne Dnngeness cj,~ab fishery is divided into t\'TO major areas defined. as the

tlOutside lT , 'h'u_ e Gulf of the sJuthoast cornor of Prince

1'Tillian S011i.1.c1, i,nclnding Orca Bay and Orca In1et~ Dun::;eness crab fishing in.

Il"Outside Jl l-T-aters started in 1946 on a SInall scale, and it 1'1'::3.8 not until 1950

extended to .IlGutside 11 Haters. i-Thich nroclL1.ces abo'lJ.t o:1e-hs.lf the am1u:::t!. n"J.l''f8st

from the Cordova area (TABJE 53)~

net fis:1817 for ·.king, red, and co::--:o salmon is conduc,ted 011 the Bering £!.iver -

set n.8"G

district and 8. DUl""se seine drift gill net fishery in the Coghill and Una.k'·rik

"'.L.,',.._ ·1'·1"! ·,...,·- ,..::! ""'1' -1'~ .- .Cl' ~.I""I~ ,-.' ll··'l-"-i-.-'; --,·- ~\-.,':~ :.y•...- ,,-:··.~-.c:.., =..- :~ _: , C',.,~-..·"~-.I.--_.',l,...,_'.•~._ll.-..·..,' ,',~.,"'~ ~ '"_..:.. .,..~Fj Ll'.J !.;j':-,.:::" ~':..:l'_L ;;._ ..:-~ ....i. L.',L ...:.. ~.. .:.,r':.. ;,._. .;. .'~':;:;-::.<;J:.... ..:..i ..;;;.c.... . _ .:.. - _ .~ -.. _ ~ ~... __' -
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Cordova area included, in 15'67, 8 shore based salmon C"tl1neries (h large and t small),

one salmon c:lstom packing operz,.tiol1, 8 fr'3sh - froze:i. salnon rJpe}'~2.-Gions, 1 12.rge

and 2 81,la11 hard salt saJx~.Dn operations, I large :lnd 2 3r;18.11, p.ilo. cure 32.1.171on oper
\

•
8r!1801.1, fres}l, cEl,~~.:.necr and. b,3.it r·~:=.zor cla.m oP~;l'ls~liions, 2 large c:.ncl 3 SITk.':L~ll fresb.,

frozen and canned Dungsl1css crab opera.tions, 2 fr~sh, f:roz-en and canned king crab

o~)erations,'one slna-Il fresh shrimp Op8 1'.2,3:,ion, Qne 81."":2.11, fresh \·jhite fish operation,
i
i

3. sa1.11'1on egg Opel"8.tiorcs 2..ud one bctit herring o~Jel";:):i:.icm, (T:~c:3LE 2)"

Theeconomiss ·of the CO:'iiTI1Unities of Prince ';Tillie.!.!. So-ind depend la.rgely on

the cOI11.rnercial fishery, the fishi.ng'and processing of fish and. re1?ted activities ...

This st2.tistical report SUYlllllanZes hi:Jtor-icf'.l c2ta 2.nd pl'o-,rides a detailed

of re!Jort h2.s bean clGT:lOi1-

strated as a guici8 and reference for man~gffi~ent )Ur)DSeS G

'The follD1·T"ing pages. contain detailed st,?tistics c.na. briof, descri}JtivG notes

on the fishsr:.:r v

\

\
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